not Learn 
until Thou cease Live.” 


—De Pibroc. 
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THE STORY PHILOSOPHY 
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Message 
The Tweedsmuir 


very glad indeed send Christmas message 
Although Christmas itself not good time for reading, the winter 
closing upon us, and the best time the year for study therefore 


feel special sympathy for those adults who are trying fill the 
left faulty education. have myself for many years struggled 
this, and find that what have learned since grew much more 
than great deal what people endeavoured teach wa; 
The reason for this, think, that grown-up learning voluntary, 


while child one was always resisting people’s efforts teach 
working hard send libraries the remoter places the Prairie 
Provinces, the need books there great. There are many smalle 
towns which not even possess cinema, and where the young 
well the old, hunger for intellectual interests. Owing the splendid 
response have had appeals for books (and money buy 


have been able send over 8,000 volumes one year these Prairie 
Provinces. 

Another reason why anxious continue and extend this work 
that many people are desirous starting discussion groups and study 
theWest. not labour the point that impossible run 


tools building both movements. 


also anxious send people much good fiction possible. When 
times are difficult well-told story does take one’s mind off one’s own troubles, 
and good historical fiction teaches the reader great deal history. 


discussion group study circle without books, for books are the 


have read “Adult Learning” with the deepest interest, and wish 
success the future. 


SUSAN TWEEDSMUIR. 
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CANADIAN ASSOCIATION FOR ADULT EDUCATION 


EDITORIAL 


Books AND FAIRS 


November ‘‘Book old London, where the National Book 
Fair annually repeats its but hazardous experiment bringing 
authors and readers and also, both 
Toronto and Montreal where Book Fairs have been recently planned and 
carried out with conspicuous success, thanks largely the enthusiastic 
support the daily and weekly press. The Message”’ 
Lady Tweedsmuir, which publish this issue, timely reminder 
the certain parts the Dominion and the 
opportunity afforded other parts Canada take 
their share satisfying the their fellow Canadians. 
feel that timely draw the attention our readers the pre- 
dominating importance Books the movement for Adult Education. 


FOR CHRISTMAS 


What Christmas present more acceptable than well-chosen book? 
Even the radio and the moving picture are bringing great gifts 
knowledge and entertainment vast multitudes people who never 
open book, still this ear and eye lacks the intimate 
and individual delight that book brings its owner. agree with 
“Atticus” The Financial Post that there are some authors should 
seen and others who should sometimes 
withdraw the screen the printed word and reveal the author the 
flesh the possibly disenchanted reader, but the contact writer with 
reader The Book Fairs seems more often add the charm per- 


sonality that authorship, with the happiest consequences all 
concerned. 


LIBRARIES 


those for whom the possession books impossible luxury, 
and for those whose studies interests demand exceptionally wide 


range reading, the public and circulating libraries come invaluable 
assistance. 
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impossible for visualize any form education which 
books are not essential; and the development the library 
therefore primary importance the advancement adult 
welcome the co-operation librarians guiding both the policy ang 
the practice adult education the formative period the movemen; 
Canada: and hope that the rapidly-increasing adult study 
will create demand for books which widespread system libraries 
will supply. 


Can ADULTS LEARN? 


Professor Thorndike Columbia University, after two years’ research 
into the capacity adults for learning, wrote: 

might better replace ‘Childhood the time for learning’ 
‘The time for learning anything the time when you need ther 
are great advantages which accrue when learning satisfies some 

“Adults learn less than they might only because they not 
about 

‘‘Adults can learn rather easily and rapidly, and probably could 
much more than they 

James Russell Lowell once said college education excellent 
thing, but after all the better part every man’s education that which 
gives 

And Nicholas Murray Butler estimated accurately the value the 
public library adult education when wrote: 

the work the continuation school ended, the field adult 
education begins. Its instrument greatest usefulness the 


How Can LEARN? 


not intend attempt the impossible compiling list 
institutions and methods means which adults can carry 
self-education. the will learn present some way learn wil 
found: but there are certain educational methods which are 
paratively new, yet which have already proved very important 
development the Adult Education Movement. 

The American Association for Adult Education issuing 
five-year period, series about forty studies the ‘Social 
Adult Education’ which deal with some the myriad 
assumed Adult Education.’ 

the Headquarters our Canadian Association, recently picked 
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attractive little volume this series, entitled ‘‘Why 
Mary Ely, and here are few the questions suggested 

the Forum only the human propensity 
talk for talk’s or, May organized effective agency for 
associated education? What its place democracy? Does help 
people think for themselves? 

chapter and Defeats’’ applies most varieties 
public meetings; and the section will awake responsive 
echoes the memory anyone who has any experience public 
speaking. 

suggest that this little volume, which may procured through 
our Canadian Headquarters, might offer some welcome suggestions 
leaders study circles who would like stir their members 
introducing some new ideas and methods. 


Welsh Sunday the XVIII Century 


“No week-day contrast sharp that between the solemn, 
black-clad, chapel-going, Calvinist Sabbath nineteenth-century Wales, 
and the robust holiday-making Sunday the eighteenth century. 
Wales, staunchly Royalist throughout the Civil War, had managed 
evade the first rigours the Puritan Sunday. The day was still kept 
soon service was over the Sunday games began: cock-fighting; quoits; 
tennis, ten side; above all, the Sunday football. was not 
the football to-day, played muddy urban field. The game raged 
like battle over the island. One group parishes opposed another; 
scores youths assembled; miles ground were covered; and there was 
time-limit except the exhaustion the players the failing light. 
should remembered also that with the country still unenclosed, 
there would fewer obstacles—hedges, stone walls, the Anglesey 
banks that only Irish horse can jump properly—to bar the progress 
ball and players. man, half Welsh and half Scotch, who had 
emigrated America after fighting against the rebels the recalled 
long after those great games the Anglesey his youth. says that 
injured players used left lying about with broken limbs, and that 
sometimes the dead had carried biers the nearest churchyard. 
But perhaps distance had lent barbarity the view. Though there 
good deal about the football matches the Diary, there nothing 
that they had such dire results”. 
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DIRECTOR’S PAGE 


Evidence the eagerness with which industrial 
advantage educational facilities within their means shown the 
amazing success the Canadian Pacific Railway Foundation library 
scheme. Early last spring group the heads departments the 
C.P.R. decided experiment, part general educational programme. 
with small boxes books made available employees the 
company nominal price. 

Mr. Murray Gibbon, acting under the direction Sir Edward Beatty 
and the committee, selected eight nine books dealing with 
History, Public Speaking, Geography, Parliamentary Procedure, 
These were put attractive binding and well-made library box 
that would serve book-shelf. Notices were sent out that thes 
would shipped request any member the company’s personnel 
$2.00, payable desired monthly instalments fifty cents. The 
actual cost the library considerably more than that amount but 


the company bears the balance the cost above $2.00 order place 


the books within easy reach the employees. 

Mr. Murray Gibbon reported last week that nearly 15,000 these 
miniature libraries have already been ordered. possible that 
many more will sold. 


The Director has just returned from meeting Winnipeg which 
plans were completed for interesting adult educational experiment 
The Pas, northern Manitoba, sponsored the Canadian 
Association for Adult Education. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Avison who are direct the project will live 
The Pas and effort will made, means adequate library, 
reading-room, moving-picture equipment, discussion and study groups, 
public forum, handicrafts and amateur dramatics, build organi- 
zation that will serve all those that community, who wish continue 
their education along cultural practical and vocational lines. 

The town admirably adapted for experiment this kind. The 
population some 3,000 made number foreign groups, 
well English, Scotch and Canadian. Mr. and Mrs. Avison 
difficult but interesting job and one that will watched with great 
interest throughout Canada. 


Recently the Halifax Herald carried story about the little village 
Louisdale, which illustrates the way which the co-operative move 
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ment spreading Nova Scotia. May, 1936, sixty-five the 
eighty-three families the village were relief. To-day 170 men, 
women, and children have savings $1800.00 their credit union and 
store valued $2000.00. 

Representatives St. Francis Xavier Extension Department went 
into Louisdale November, 1935, and, aided the local pastor, Rev. 
George Landry, helped the people organize themselves into study clubs. 
All through the winter they studied and saved their pennies. May, 
thirty-five members with total savings $40.00 applied the govern- 
ment for authority form credit union. 

buying-club was organized with few members the community 
co-operating. To-day, little over year, the credit union has 
fund available for loans well over $2000.00. co-operative store, 
forty-five thirty feet, has been constructed co-operative effort and 
has monthly turnover $1500.00. The community which year ago 
had more than two-thirds its people relief has pulled itself out the 
bankruptcy spirit and the economic defeat the depression years 
and has put itself work. To-day over seventy the eighty-five 
families are self-supporting. 


Reserves for Obsolescence 


“Industry this continent fond boasting that always sets 
reserves take care depreciation buildings, take care 
obsolescence machines, but, until few years ago, never dreamed 
setting reserves against the depreciation and obsolescence labour, 
and until that done, until industry makes least good provision 


for labour does for its tools production, the fight between capital 
and labour will 
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PROVINCIAL CALL FOR RURAL EDUCATION 


GEORGES BOUCHARD 
Sainte Anne Pocatiére, P.Q. 


ADULT EDUCATION RETROSPECT 


Adult learning, initiated our province with the Free Night 
1889, has developed considerably during this last quarter century, 
symposium our progress was very aptly presented Toronto 
May 22nd and 23rd, 1934, Mr. Filteau, who now the secretary 
our Provincial Department Education. But French section 
the Canadian Association for Adult Education was not organized 
the 25th February last year, with the kind co-operation Colonel 
Wilfrid Bovey. met not only with the approval but also with the 
strong support our universities. 

With Dr. Séraphin Marion, writer note, secretary, our section 
has been active from its inception. Our chief aim far has been 
adapt our activities our requirements planning for the 
With the close co-operation our Director, Corbett, the President 
scheduled for lecture tour from coast coast order establish 
contact with the different French groups and bring their suggestions into 
harmony the moulding the Association. 


Adult education, understand, more than anything, process 


adjustment the individual the world which lives, satisfying 
the thirst for learning which characterizes our age. invite all those 
who have heart the well-being their compatriots join and help 
secure intellectual food and shelter for the needy people. say shelter 
advisedly, because good learning will doubt shield our people from 
the contagion subversive ideas. 


While adult education apt satisfy the same time the require- 
ments both the country and city dwellers, propose deal with the 


most pressing and perhaps the most neglected side the question— 


rural education. 


RURAL EDUCATION THE MAKING 


leaps the eye any casual observer nowadays that 
increasing exodus from the countryside has resulted unemployment 
and that education the best means which restore proper balance 
population. Far from having ingenuously pinned faith the 
back-to-the-land movement, hold very strongly the view that farm lif 
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greater satisfaction soul and body. other words, what wanted 
the back-to-the-land heads, hearts and hands. The latter without 
the others futile. 

Two great events which took place late are likely reinforce our 
rural structure and bring comfort our mind. One which outstanding 
the three-day Congress Rural Education concluded Quebec City 
the 20th October last. have succeeded bringing together 
the different elements concerned with teaching the countryside, from 
the humble rural schools the university faculties, the laymen and the 
highest religious and governmental authorities, was itself real achieve- 
ment. Face face with cold facts, these different personalities were 
agreed the revival interest rural life. The valuable papers 
which were read and the orderly discussions which took place have 
shown that greater emphasis should placed the future, not only 
the economics farm life, but also nature-study, aesthetics, co- 
operation, etc.,—in word, that which will contribute make rural life 
more attractive. 

‘‘mourir beauté’’ seems have been the motto our gallant 
soldiers the Great War, why should not attempt vivre beauté” 
—live beauty, while struggling against unemployment and our many 
other social evils. venture say that create atmosphere favour- 
able rural vocations among the youth, the poets, the artists, the 
naturalists, the paysagists, the teachers, might succeed where the cold- 
blooded and dividend-minded economists alone have partly failed. 
new ferment the air which should invade the minds raising them 
higher appreciation rural life. sentimentalize over thatch 
and thicket may prove have less demoralizing effect than dis- 
heartening comparisons balance sheets between the country and city 
workers. live atmosphere beauty and have keen appre- 
ciation that, makes for happiness life. 

Among the different resolutions adopted the Congress there one 
the effect establishing daily fifteen-minute radio broadcast 
rural matters, few provincial ministries co-operating closely with the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. 

The other event the agreement passed the provincial and federal 
governments for the opening short courses agriculture nearly 
three hundred municipalities Quebec. Initiated 1914 Reverend 
Honorius Bois and few other professors the Agricultural College 
Ste. Anne Pocatiére, these agricultural short courses have made 
real appeal the farmers. The combined efforts our governmental 

ies towards that end, this next winter, should bring about the most 


desirable improvements our farming methods and help create the 
best rural atmosphere. 
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Adult education should help bridge the gap between the 
leaving age and the practical life, inspiring rural youth 
appreciation its own environment and instilling into its mind 
greater desire for knowledge everything which pertains the noble 
profession women the farm should derive more 
more pleasure from the creative work art with which they fill the 
leisure hours. For them not only wisdom artistic pleasure, but 
sound economics produce what they cannot afford buy. 

read much nowadays about happy countries such Sweden, 
Holland and Denmark, that should become more and more 
the necessity fuller and truer country life. derived great 
inspiration from what Willson Woodside writes about Sweden the 
Saturday Night November 6th. one other phase 
Swedish life which find enthuse over particularly: the 
effort preserve old arts and crafts and old customs and dances, and 
introduce beauty into everyday things. these and other 
Sweden making this industrial age ours really livable.” 

Adult education should tend prevent the worst consequences 
all-invading industrialism, preserve our noblest traditions and 
extend real aristocracy taste, character and social thinking. 
revival interest the rural life is, mind, the best symptom 
national health. 


Laughter 


Why laugh, and what effect has laughter upon us? laugh 
when hat blown off, when some one trips and falls the street; 
laugh practical jokes, slight mishaps, especially when thes 
occur church some very solemn occasion; the 
the Punch and Judy show, and sometimes pun, obscene story. 
child laughs being chased, and laughter sort induced 
nitrous oxide tickling. Similar examples can cited such 
variety that seems impossible find inclusive definition, that 
discussions laughter are apt degenerate into catalogues different 
causes. 
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THE THEATRE ADULT EDUCATION 


ELIZABETH STERLING HAYNES 


“Unless wish overcome the ruin that overtook the Greeks must 
something make rural life vital and vitally 
certain cemetry New Brunswick there tombstone that 
bears this inscription— 
Smith 
1852-1914 


firm belief that the poor man had belonged soundly 
organized, progressive, local (not little) community theatre, might 
have been spared that cruelly, ironic, epitaph. Somewhere society and 
education had failed him. 

Five years ago when the University Alberta began its programme 
Fine Arts was appointed provincial Dramatics Director the 
University’s Extension Department. 

that time there were few little theatre groups the cities the 
province producing plays sporadically. One two them were being 
well directed but most them were groping along blindly without any 
sound technical information about plays, playwrights, acting, general 
theatrical techniques. 

Alberta’s rural population concerned itself, through various church 
and community clubs already organized, with using the poorest 
dramas means making money. There was general interest 
the theatre vehicle for developing great community culture. 
They had not seen that the Drama art that expresses and reveals all 
that communal and composite; that greatest when stays 
home; that can the priceless possession any community that 
desires it. For Drama essentially co-operative art, painter can 
work his easel alone, sculptor may chisel his marble solitude, 
needs only himself and his instrument achieve his solemn 
mystery, but Drama needs writers, dancers, singers, craftsmen, and 
audience. needs community which grow. 

task was, course, get the rural parts the province interested 
good community theatre. was uphill work and had not been 
for that latent interest theatre which seems lurk somewhere the 
heart each individual would have been well-nigh impossible. 
visited towns, lectured, read plays, demonstrated, taught, 
travelled average 17,000 miles year over the province for five 


years. But with the years the enthusiasm and the knowledge grew and 
the results have been gratifying. 
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had three enemies. One was play, one large family 
theatrical n’er-do-wells, called ‘‘Aaron Slick Punkin 
should known Enemy, No. could never, afraid 
classed Adult Education. 

The second was the inability the people believe their 
had had heavy diet bad plays; they had been taught 
not create; they had learned, were, repeat after teacher with 
semaphore gestures shall NOT ring 

The third foe was the weather. Winters are long and cold. 
Alberta fields, misty blue the moonlight, are enchanting when watched 
from the warm security the house. They can less attractive when 
they have travelled zero weather. Yet people drove, often with 
horses and sleighs, distances seven twelve miles rehearse plays 
Barrie, Shaw, Shakespeare, Maxwell Anderson. 

tiny town, called Fleet, the people assembled rehearse 
Gilbert’s and Galatea’’. The large cast included Ukranians, 
Russians, Danes, and small percentage Anglo-Saxons. The play 
written blank verse; needs very simple and classic drapery 
great many complete and incomplete pieces statuary. The 
difficulty was not, curiously enough, the reading the lines but the 
procuring statuary. Undaunted, however, this plucky little group 
made their own statues. The foundation was made Alberta mud, 
dug and thawed for the purpose and then coated with mixture 
cornstarch and salt. The result was not only thoroughly adequate but 
pleasingly artistic. More than that “IT MADE play 
was repeated several neighbouring communities, and result they, 
too, became interested theatre community enterprise. 

Ohaton, the tiniest hamlets, group decided Christmas 
play, Elizabeth MacFadden’s the Chimes The only 
money available had used pay royalty, yet was necessary 
set and costume the play. was essential, then, make community 
virtue out this theatrical necessity. The wives the farmers brought 
old potato and flour sacks which they washed, dyed and 
Two large packing cases were borrowed from the local grocer. Some 
the stencilled material was used make rich hangings which draped 
the boxes form fine altar, while others were made into elegant 
costumes. The total cost for dyes and stencils was eighty-five cents. 
The local stage the community hall was illuminated with the 
lights trucks and cars directed through the windows the stage. 

One small village Alberta visited first adjudicator. The 
plays were bad and the acting was worse. The play looked though 
the actors were circular walking tour. They all seemed 
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necessary come the centre the stage, near possible the 
footlights, recite their lines, and move back make room for the next 
actor. But the interest was there and last year, after years hard 
work, they were rewarded. the Provincial Festival, held Calgary, 
the play from that community was placed second and the prize for the 
best performance given male actor, was awarded fifty-seven 
year old farmer that community. The adjudicator commended him 
for his grace and agility, yet, during the rehearsal period had had 
especially hard time acquiring that rhythm movement essential 
good acting. told had finally mastered the 

During the past two years organized some fifteen schools, which 
for three days, intensive course theatre technique. Regis- 
trations these schools were always surprising. They were usually held 
towns where the population was not more than three hundred and 
yet never had less than seventy-five students. one town, the 
south the province, had two hundred and twenty-five. The 
province now boasts one hundred and fifty active community and 
school dramatic clubs. result the general interest the subject 
Dramatics has been added the school curriculum. 

Some the people have distinguished themselves amateur and 
professional theatre. great many have won recognition Provincial 
and Dominion Dramatic Festivals; two have won coveted scholarships 
the United States; two have graduated with distinction from the 
London Academy Dramatic Art, after six months training; one the 
Assistant Director one the largest producing offices New York; 
and many more are their way. The School Fine Arts, held annually 
Banff, was organized because Mr. Corbett, after watching the 
reactions the province, had the vision see the need for such training. 
now well established with students from all parts the world 
registered Theatre, Music, and Art. 

New Brunswick are beginning work along the same lines. 
are setting courses interpretative reading for teachers and 
community leaders; are conducting one two experiments creative 
writing with teachers, university students, and community leaders. 
are planning establish short courses the subject; have arranged 
Musical and Dramatic Festivals certain counties and hope, before 
the year out, have established The Fine Arts integral part 
the life rural and urban New Brunswick. 

difficult task but when farm woman, who has worked hard 
all day, comes the hall night, gives fine performance, takes you 
the hand and says, was thousand miles away from myself to-night, 


and twenty years younger for one feels, somehow, that 
worth while. 
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SERIES RADIO TALKS ADULT EDUCATION 
SPONSORED THE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION FOR ADULT EDUCATION 


These talks, prominent Canadians, important aspects adult 
education Canadian life are being broadcast the Canadian Broad. 
casting Corporation over their regular network the dates shown beloy, 
The time set for these from 7.45 8.00 p.m. Eastern Standard 


January 6th—The Place Adult Education National Life 
Dr. Munro, Superintendent Education, Provincial Government 
Nova Scotia, and President the Canadian Association for Adult 


January 13th—Adult Education and Lobsters 
Mr. William Feltmate Whitehead, Nova Scotia. 


January 20th—The Universities and Adult Education 
Dr. Wallace, Principal Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario. 


January 27th—The Place Vocational Training Adult 
Education 
Dr. Weir, Minister Education the Provincial Government 
British Columbia. 


February 3rd—Music and Adult Education 
Sir Ernest MacMillan, B.A., Mus. Doc., Principal the Toronto Conservatory 
Music. 


February 10th—The Place the Drama Adult Education 
Mrs. Sterling Haynes, the Department Education, Province 
New Brunswick. 


February 17th—The Church and Adult Education 
Principal John MacKay Manitoba Divinity Hall, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 


February 24th—Adult Education Action 
Dr. Coady, Director the Extension Department St. 
Xavier University, Antigonish, Nova Scotia. 
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HOW THE EXPERIENCES WOMEN LITERATURE 
MAY HELP SASKATCHEWAN WOMEN 


Mrs. 
Unity Member Queenston Homemakers’ Club 


(This Essay took The Lady Tweedsmuir Prize the recent competition 
Saskatchewan. 


“The Experiences Women Literature May Help Saskatchewan 
Women” the Art Living, provided some literature reaches the 
Saskatchewan women. The lack adequate library facilities great 
drawback prairie residents. rare treat, therefore, when our 
club members took advantage the arrangements made the Women’s 
Department the University Saskatchewan sponsor reading 
courses and supply some the books. not been for that 
recent impetus book circulation, should not have had any fresh 
book impressions upon which base essay. 

Most Saskatchewan women are born elsewhere. The community 
traditions, inherited from the old lands, longer serve, due new 
geographical environment and new social environment. Unlike Louis 
Adamic’s Carniola peasants Native’s Return’’, are not 
integral part the landscape. suffer from the shattering effects 
and sometimes thoughtless transplanting humans. also 
share the uncertainties the state flux which affects even those 
communities which have enjoyed centuries stability elsewhere the 
world. Our women may attain degree poise through the examples 

Sometimes traditions are based crippling fears and superstitions, 
and removal from the social darkness which feeds such for the best. 
regretted, however, any one the old ideas which 
used serve hold communities together and did inspire people, 
compel them, the case might be, accept responsibility. 
with the old ways and intelligent and courageous acceptance the 
new are most easily achieved through living with variety well 
selected books which contain characters involved many situations. 
Thus may consciously build philosophy which shall enable face 
personal hardships when necessary, and co-operate with others 
eliminate the most crushing such hardships wherever possible. 

The younger Saskatchewan women need particularly the contacts 
with From these they may acquire the ties 
that bind both time and distances. Saskatchewan other means 
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finding continuity social and spiritual concepts are limited. course, 
the radio has immense cultural possibilities, but programmes not wait 
for one’s convenience, nor they give opportunities for re-reaping and 
reflection. Books are unsurpassed means for permanently modifying 
one’s thought equipment. 

Provided that interest aroused and that literature 
Saskatchewan women may derive help two main ways: They may 
borrow inspiration from outstanding examples courage and ingenuity 
put good social purposes and they may learn sympathize under. 
standingly with those who not manage make good job 
shall never learn very intimately about real people, because our 
friends are not foolish fail dress their minds just carefully 
they their bodies. ‘‘The Women being fictitious, 
dare parade with their minds uncovered. 

Out the mental pictures culled from life and from many books 
about life, develops the really cultured personality. the bottom 
the ladder social consciousness stands the young animal, called baby 
and who feels only for himself. The various rungs are occupied 
persons various degrees acceptance responsibility for themselves 
and for others. The degrees depend very much upon what humanity 
these rung occupants have actually imbibed their reading. 

From discreet reading and intelligent assimilation should grow new 
customs and traditions higher grade and also some literature our 
own. should endeavour make our contribution the develop- 
ment this fine art. 

with others, was grateful for opportunities share the following 
books intermittently during the last few months. ‘‘The House Exile” 
Nora Waln and Good and Pearl Buck gave 
excellent insight into Chinese ways thinking and living. While 
would not advantageous our civilization, women were all 
slave-minded O-lan, yet she was envied the quiet hardihood 
with which she faced all critical moments life. 

was primitive, but then children still have born that way. 
Science very useful handmaid, but women should the fundamental 
work planning for their own health and for that their daughters 
and accept sensibly the fact, that having children one their main 
jobs. acceptance race responsibility does not necessarily 
involve indiscriminate breeding.) seems that Occidentals, 
ing Saskatchewan women, think far too much about mating, 
were its own entire justification, and allow babies only 
while the Chinese are very conscious their place linking 
the 
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Daughter the Nohfu’’ Sugimoto revealed the Japanese 
having exceptionally wise head young shoulders. She 
did not adopt new ideas rashly, nor was she traditional block 
progress. seldom one has the privilege meeting woman who 
has struck such fine balance between conservatism and change and 
who can change just exactly the proper rate retain all that best 
the old and yet acquire all that best the new. 

Jane Addams’ Years Hull reveals pleasingly 
balanced woman, but, unlike she was real character and 
attained her balance after considerable observation the world and its 
ways. She was builder and her work preserving the best, brought 
Chicago representatives many nationalities, should especially 
suggestive Saskatchewan women, who also have opportunities share 
the varied cultures brought here from many lands. 

Dr. Emily autobiography contains too much extraneous 
matter hold the sustained interest many readers—yet the chief 
thread her story, her struggle get admission the medical 
profession and her work for healthier family life, thrilling and presents 
splendid example courage the prairie woman something 
unusual, she believes value her fellow humans. 

Walshingham, whom was engaged, undertook help him memorize 
full society dont’s and do’s, but Ann Pornick, whom 
married, was not snob. The latter’s comradeship inspired such 
mental growth that actually got past the stage where his 
only contribution conversation was jest 

example feminine help and one feminine hindrance family 
and human happiness are found Cross Philip 
Gibbs. Ina von Menzel, the German maid, embodied the religion 
good will and international understanding; and Yvonne, the French 
girl, involuntarily personified national hatred and bigotry. 

“Ida Elisabeth” Sigrid Undset spent her life redeeming herself 
from childish sex indiscretion. The raw material her character was 
such good stuff, that she might have spent her time better purpose than 
nurturing children father who himself was unable grow up. The 
community was obviously blame for magnifying the burden sin 
and relentlessly loading upon child who yet had opportunity 
get sense direction, bewildered she was the disintegration 
her home life the years following the war. 

But the woman who struck the most responsive chords our crowd 
was Lantern Her Bess Streeter Alrich. 
She survived financial depression and depression the spirit amid agri- 
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cultural difficulties, very familiar us, such drought and 
hoppers. She had postpone hobbies for long that became 
late cultivate them, but her children grew excel the arts she 
dreamed for herself. Sometimes the grown children became too kind 
and wanted provide her with comforts away from the old homestead, 
but she desired then only left alone with the landmarks that 
been associated with life and death for many years. She had always 
been afraid death, but death came easily and peacefully and was 
natural life due time. her have one the finest 
tions mother, and the primitive appears really refined 
without losing its vitality being dressed. 

hoped that our Saskatchewan women will add the 
Art Living through more extensive reading and sharing many 


cannot any better than its women. find the closing 
David Copperfield appropriate for closing here. Speaking Agnes, 
says, still find thee near me, pointing upward.” 


Johnnie Learns Geography Steamship 


Jones, what the capital ‘‘Batavia!’’ replies 
Johnnie, thinking that’s easy has just received letter 
from the third officer S.S. Adventurer, and the postmark was Batavia. 

This better way learn geography started two years ago when four 
ships London, England, shipping company were adopted two 
elementary and two secondary schools. The British Ship Adoption 
Society encourages schools and colleges associate themselves with 
certain ships, and make friends with their officers and members 
their crew. this way interest fostered, and geography becomes 
living thing. 

Letters received from their sailor friends give them first-hand in- 
formation about the world, and help break down natural insularity. 
Visits the ships themselves are eagerly delights 
To-day 480 schools, including most the well-known public 
belong the society. appropriate motto for the members 
friend every 
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BUT NOT YET TAKEN 


Inspector Public Libraries, Queen’s Park, Toronto 


There was article one our Canadian magazines once. 
remember who wrote and don’t remember where saw it. But 
was first-class essay and was about library signs. about the 
absence them. complaint. justifiable one. The author 
was man who travelled about Ontario, stopping the villages and 
smaller towns; and who, being wise man, preferred evening the 
hard chairs the public library the exotic luxuries the local 
beverage-room. 

Beverage-room! Repeat aloud, hyphen and all! Let tripple 
delicately over your tongue; then say you can that are not lyrical 
people 

But that, the way. The thing is, that great number 
places our traveller appears have encountered much difficulty 
finding the public library. cries out that there were finger-posts, 
that there were pointers, signs. sought his way the dark; 
and expect that when did happen chance stumble upon the 
proper building may often have had trouble recognizing for what 
His complaint, remember, stopped there. wish hadn’t. 
wish had gone tell what thought about what found 
inside the library when finally succeeded unearthing it. But 
didn’t. simply went away and left you with the impression that 
far too many instances had distinct feeling that the library was 
hiding away from him. 

Well, perhaps was. 


Perhaps had reason to. Perhaps didn’t have very much offer 
the stranger—or anybody else—and knew it, and was doing its shrinking 
best keep from being found out. Libraries can ashamed them- 
selves. They can become assured long-continued ill-use and starva- 
tion and neglect and contumelious treatment generally, that they really 
are more than the poor sisters the school-system, and born out 
wedlock that. Miles out it! And too bad; because pretty 
evident that schools exist for anything—and universities too—they 
exist for the purpose, chiefly, putting into the hands those that 
pass through them, the equipment, the keys, the tools, you like, which 
will enable them use the stores the library has for them—or ought 
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have for them. evident, also, that the library must the 
mecca those who see any point adult education. 

So, having offered that suggestion let state, precisely, that 
talking about libraries Ontario; and that talking about 
town libraries and village libraries and libraries rural centres. Not 
the city libraries, mind you, the town libraries. They have thei 
problems but I’m not talking about them now. 

And what say about the libraries the people rural Ontario usually 
have, that they are better without any sign-posts pointing the way 
them. Much better. yet seen them all; but during the 
past four months have seen hundred them, and have read the 
annual reports all the rest; and repeat that, the whole, they are 
not need sign-posts. They are bad. great many them are 
worse than that. There are exceptions, course. You can into 
little libraries little places that are clean, and eager, and vigorous; 
that are drawing them the school-children and the old people and the 
students and the middle-aged men and women; that are passing out 
their communities twelve fourteen books per capita every year. 
You find libraries like that and they make you want hug somebody. 

Because the contrast, you see. Because the others. 

Here quotation from notes made the course duty. 

library upstairs over butcher’s shop, but less attractive 
than the butcher’s shop although contains very much the same kind 
material, dead, but not yet taken away. You reach going upa 
steep stair that very dirty and has vast number cobwebs attached 
it. There are two rooms. One has box-stove and some firewood 
and nothing else. other has shelves all the way round it, the top 
one being some eight nine feet high; and when you turn the 
because the glass the windows isn't altogether penetrable—you look 
right round the room three thousand books that you don’t want 
read. You don’t want touch them. You don’t even want smell 
them—but you can’t help 

This dismal kind note have write, but true one and 
one, unfortunately, that repeated with only slight variations over 
and over again; and perhaps the saddest thing about the realization 
the fact that this was once good enough library, that did serve 
its people, that was force the life its community, that it, too, 
once had vigour and eagerness and the power stimulate. But you 
can’t blame the library itself for the present state decay. You 
look round those shelves mouldy relics gone generation and 
shout them like sergeant-major and say, ‘‘Come along you 
move! For sake move! something with yourselves! You 
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can't rush out into the street, either, and seize upon One-of-Three and 
haul him the dirty stair and take him shelf and say him, 
“Now look here, old man, there’s some good stuff here. All you've got 
todo get it. Now just take this lot; there are fifty-four them 
and they all look like nothing earth and fifty-three are dead door- 
nails and dull dishwater. But the fifty-fourth—if only read 
your way through it—is gem. know you can’t make out the 
title the back; and it’s filthy and quarter inch deep with dust 
and has all the appearance something that might have been dug 
with the potatoes. But really isa gem. That got something 
for 

You can’t that because One-of-Three would simply gaze coldly 
upon you for moment and then off buy the current issue 
The Trigger-Finger the drug store. Something bright cover. 
And you blame him you are not looking very far beneath the surface, 
because the fact that contemporary people are unreasonable 
want contemporary books. That nothing. They will, true, 
read great deal the best our literary heritage, but only condition 
that format that attracts them, that they are accustomed to, 
that they like the look and the feel of. They will not read looks 
like old tombstone and they have dig out with patience and 
with dirty fingers from beneath tons passé fiction 
biography and heavy-footed books oldish travel. 

No, you can’t blame the library any more than you can blame your 
dog for growing old and losing his teeth. The blame, where due, 
and the praise, where due, rest solely upon the leadership that the 
library has had; upon the personnel; upon the library board; and most 
all, upon the librarian. 

The Biennial Survey Libraries Canada, 1935 which, the way, 
the finest document its kind that there has been, and which can ob- 
tained from the Dominion Bureau Statistics, states that per cent. 
population—all rural—is without library service. think 
this great exaggeration. may folly contradict 
when you any others offer their place; but going 
past experience library work, what one has been able see 
four months, and what one has read the annual reports, 
prepared make guess that the percentage our people without 
library service nearer fifty than thirty-seven, since after all does 
take more than few shelves old books, tucked away dark room 
and never used, make what may rightly called service. 

The fact is, that spite some glowing exceptions the villages and 
centres the province generally got it. They simply 
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haven't got it. And, the times being what they are, and the face 
rural life changing swiftly is, this pretty serious state 
affairs. 

But happily there answer. And more happily, that 
being supplied, not any government agency, not any 
rich foundation, but the people themselves. 

The answer is, 

has been heard already four counties and lifting its 
fifth. Lambton started it, Middlesex followed, then Elgin ang 
Oxford; and the other evening hundred people from all over 
met the library Kitchener talk over—one hundred 
people who were teachers, preachers, farmers, merchants, lawyers and 
housewives; and they gnawed away till midnight; and out 
all came the clear conviction that, ‘“Those others have got hold some. 
thing worth while, something need, something intend 

They will. 

What has happened, effect, this; that enlightened people, feeling 
the need book service for themselves and their communities, and 
looking sadly upon that which they have hand, and not having any 
idea the world—naturally—how set about organizing that service, 
have gathered themselves together and have hied them into the county 
town and have said the librarian there, need this thing and 
willing work for it, but don’t know what you 
tell us? Will you help us? Will you direct us?” 

Now, most librarians have perfect genius for being 
seems with the job work that they are doing, with the smal 
pay and the long hours and the certain knowledge that they laboured 
without rest for hundred years they would never catch with 
they have set out todo. think some them ought dragged 
out from beneath the cloak their anonymity once while; and the 
five who have already said ‘‘yes’’ the rural questioners are, Dorothy 
Carlisle Sarnia—she the pioneer—Dick Crouch London, Florence 
Cameron St. Thomas, Irene Cole Ingersoll, and Mabel 
Kitchener. Five successful and experienced librarians 
they couldn’t thing without the backing—by library boards 
which sit men and women vision, men and women whose 
not 

there you have the need felt, the need become articulate, 
direction given with generous hands. And result these things 
you have the province four County Library Associations now 
ing and one the process being formed. The beginning, still 
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what experimental, movement that one day going bring book 
service the people rural Ontario, and movement that will strong 
and that will lasting because has grown out the very soil itself. 

And what County Library Association? 

This, briefly. Take Lambton for the illustration because the 
oldest. Four years old, exact. You have your central library, 
Sarnia, with training and experience organization, book selection 
and book buying. You have eighteen small libraries, each contributing 
portion its annual income general fund. You have annual 
grant from the County Council and one from the Provincial Government. 
You buy your books through the central library and deliver them the 
secretary the association, who lives out the county. She catalogues 
them and lists them and packs them cases which she shuffles round 
among the eighteen libraries once every three months. that each 
your little libraries has, say, $100 year spend books, buys 
for itself $75 worth and contributes the general fund the remaining 
$25, for which receives the use each year 720 books—about $1000 
worth. 

That’s good arithmetic. 

And the results. Well, eighteen small libraries, each receiving 180 
new books every quarter. blood transfusion, you might say, every 
three months. And then their own private, permanent purchases 
top that. And more and more people finding their way the library 
now because has something for them that they are wondering how 
they ever got along without. more cobwebs, more dead and 
mouldering bones cluttering the shelves, more apathy, more 
sitting back with folded hands and bewailing the stupid belief that, 
around here just wont read books all, They 
will. course they will, whether there sign above the library door 
ornot. All they need the chance. 

And co-operation the answer. 


Some School from Scotland 


The Board Education reports these among answers 
gave general knowledge examination 

Matrimony place where souls suffer for time account 
their sin. 

crisis thing which hangs the winter and comes down 
the summer butterfly. 


Tarzan short name for the American flag. Its full name 
Tarzan stripes. 
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CHRISTMAS HYMN THE XVI CENTURY 


Behold, silly tender babe, 

freezing winter night, 

homely manger trembling lies— 
Alas, piteous sight! 


The inns are full; man will yield 
This little pilgrim bed. 

But forced with silly beasts 

crib shroud his head. 


This stable Prince’s court, 
This crib his chair state; 

The beasts are parcel his pomp, 
The wooden dish his plate. 


The persons that poor attire 

His royal liveries wear; 

The Prince himself come from heaven; 
This pomp prizéd there. 


With joy approach, Christian wight, 
homage thy King; 

And highly praise his humble pomp, 
Which from heaven doth bring. 


ROBERT SOUTHWELL, 1561-1595. 
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Books For Study Groups 
ART AND MUSIC 


exceptionally attractive little gift book, with biography the artist and eleven 
colour reproductions his paintings. Cloth, $1.00. Paper................ 


Uniform with Tom Thomson, above, containing ten full-colour reproductions 
artist’s work, with analytical comment. Cloth, $1.00. Paper.............. 
Recommended the Department Education for Ontario. complete 
HOME ECONOMICS 
Recommended the Departments Education for Ontario and British 


This book covers the field practical sewing for the beginner. 


CLOTHING, DESIGN AND DRAFTING. HELEN CRICHTON 
advanced text sewing which follows naturally upon the preparatory work 


JUNIOR HOME ECONOMICS. Ruts Dean anp 
Recommended the Department Education for Ontario. This book covers 


Recommended the Departments Education for Ontario and British 
complete book cookery published Canada and one the 


PROBLEMS TO-DAY 


well-poised study union labor the United The time was 
for book this York Times Book 


The virtues, absurdities and inconsistencies the gospels American 


exposed with fine-pointed 
invaluable reference book for groups studying Canadian 


THE MODERN WORLD: POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC. 

Recommended the Departments Education for Nova Scotia and 
Highly recommended for study groups discussing present-day world problems. 


THE RYERSON PRESS 


299 Queen Street West Toronto, 
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